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Trick-or-treating is the main Halloween activity for most children in the United States.  The youngsters dress in costumes and masks and go from door to door saying “trick or treat.”  What appears to be innocent fun, truly is not.

The Celtic festival of Samhain is probably the source of the present-day Halloween celebration.  The Celts lived more than 2,000 years ago in what is now the United kingdom.  This festival honored Samhain, the Celtic lord of death.  On the evening of the festival, the Druids, who were the priests and teachers of the Celts, ordered the people to put out their hearth fires.  The Druids built a huge new year’s bonfire of oak branches, which they considered sacred.  They burned animals, crops and possibly even human beings as sacrifices.  During the celebration, people sometimes wore costumes made of animal heads and skins.  The custom of celebrating Halloween with “trick-or-treating,” jack-o-lanterns, spiders and witches came from imitating the way of Celtic Druids.

Many early American settlers came from England and other Celtic regions, and they brought various customs with them.  But because of the strict religious beliefs of other settlers, Halloween celebrations did not become popular until the 1800’s.  During that period, large numbers of immigrants arrived from Ireland and Scotland and introduced their Halloween customs.

During the mid-1900’s, trick-or-treating became less popular in large cities, where many neighbors did not know one another.  Halloween pranks, which had once been harmless, sometimes became rowdy and destructive.

On Halloween, many people make Jack-lanterns.  Jack was a spirit who tried to fool the Devil, and not go to hell, by making a face in a pumpkin and putting a burning coal in it.  The Jack-o-lantern is the symbol of a soul that is forever in hell.  Even evil spirits are supposed to be afraid of the Jack-o-lantern’s scary, suffering face.  This is what the pumpkin faces we see on Halloween mean.  Only Jesus can protect us from evil and deliver us from the fire of hell.

Some people think that Satan and witchcraft is not real, and that Halloween is just fun.  But God says that Satan is very real and will one day suffer in hell forever with his evil angels and people who didn’t want Jesus for their Lord and Savior.  The Bible says witches should not be allowed to live (Exodus 22:18), and that we should never copy the way Satan worshipers do things (Deuteronomy 18:9-12).  Even if we think it is just fun – God says don’t do it.

Sons, daughters, moms, dads, read your Bible and see if it is true.  God wants Christians to be separate and different from the people in this world (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).  We want to do things that please Jesus as best as we know how. 

Don’t be tricked by Halloween.  Have the treat of following Jesus now and forever.  Jesus is how God has shown us how much He loved us.  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16).  The Bible says that all men have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  We sin when we do what we want instead of what God wants.  It is by His blood that Jesus paid the price for our sins.   He died for us so that our sins could be forgiven.  When we personally receive Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we are forgiven for our sins and become God’s special children.  We will live forever with Jesus.

You can receive Jesus right now by praying.  Just talk to God in your own way.  Confess your sin to Him and tell Him the truth, that you need forgiveness in Jesus.  Ask Him to come into your heart and guide you in every part of your life.

There is no trick to the heavenly joy of living forever in Jesus.  It is the free gift of God.

Halloween





What are we celebrating?
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