Who Is Training Our Children?


We live in a world where we are saturated with information. Do you know what kind of information is entering your child’s heart and mind? Your child will use that information, good or bad, in making decisions and in forming his life philosophy in how he will live his life.


I recently read some very thought-provoking statistics about who really is in control of our children. These statistics may vary from family to family, but they are worth considering as Christian parents who desire to bring our children up in God’s ways. 



“Two institutions at present control our children’s lives: television and schooling, in that order. Here’s the calculus of time that children must deal with: Out of the 168 hours in each week, they sleep 56. That leaves them 112 hours a week out of which to fashion a self. According to recent reports, children watch 55 hours of television a week. That leaves them 57 hours a week in which to grow up.

Children attend school 30 hours a week, use about 8 hours getting ready for and traveling to and from school, and spend an average of 7 hours a week in homework – a total of 45 hours.” 


That only leaves 12 hours for sports, private lessons and meals. 


Are we, as parents really aware of what information is entering our children during most hours of their week? What are they being taught in school? What are their friends training them in? Do you know what your children are reading? What do your children listen to? What are your children amused by? What do your children watch? Are your children watching fools, unbelievers, immoral people, living their lives out before them via the media? Is the occult, graphic violence, dysfunctional lifestyles, coarse language and worse welcome in our homes. It is entering our children’s lives. We are told in God’s word “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.” (Gal. 6:7-8) We read in Proverbs 4:23, “Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of life.”


It is sometimes very difficult in our busy lives to realize that right now we are shaping our children’s future. What we do today, and tomorrow, and each day thereafter will help in shaping our child’s future. This is a scary world to be growing up in. May God use us to minister to our own children and those children around us. May He enable us to make the difficult, but right decisions, for ourselves and for our children.

In His love and by His grace,

