Dear Children’s Minister,

Did you know that many of our traditional Easter customs have origins, which date back much further than the resurrection of Christ? For example, the use of eggs can be traced back to ancient Babylon, where an egg of wondrous size was believed to have fallen from heaven into the Euphrates River. From this egg, according to the ancient fable, the goddess Astarte (from which the word Easter is derived) was hatched. The egg came to symbolize the goddess and was an important element of the pagan Babylonian religious system.

Many other pagan religions consider the egg a sacred symbol. The ancient Druids used it as a emblem of their idolatrous order and the procession of Ceres, the goddess of agriculture, in Rome was preceded by an egg. The Egyptians and Persians considered the egg a symbol of fertility and renewed life. These other religions had a custom of coloring and eating eggs during their spring festivals.


The Easter bunny, even though he is cute, has a similar background. The Egyptian word for “hare” UM, also means open and period and came to be associated with periodicity, both lunar and human and with the beginning of new life in both the young man and woman. As a result of this association, the hare or rabbit became a symbol of fertility and renewal of life.


Besides having pagan origins, these things often distract our attention from the things of Christ.


Let us not substitute the celebration of this glorious season with the pagan traditions of men. Let us help, not hinder, the children in our classrooms to focus on the real meaning of Easter – His resurrection and what this wonderful truth means to us. 


May the Lord richly bless your efforts as you minister to the children.

Serving Him with you,

Pastor Your Name Here
