Children in the Sanctuary: 

Just thought I'd drop you a note about children in the sanctuary.  First of all I appreciate your heart and concern for the situation you witnessed and for bringing it up to the pastors, thanks...

While the verses you quote in Matthew's gospel, 19:13-15 are true, the context is dealing primarily with the fact the disciples are trying to shield or protect Jesus from interruption of His earthly ministry.  But Jesus uses the children, as He did in Matthew 18:1-5, as an example of what it means to enter the "Kingdom of Heaven" in so much that it is available to all who come to Him and that none are forbidden.  Secondly, we should not be so busy in the ministry we are too busy to minister, regardless of the age of the person.   I do not believe, along with Chuck Smith, John Mac Arthur, David Hocking and others, that He was setting a precedent for a church service.  The gospels deal primarily with Jesus' ministry and teachings for us personally, individually, and intimately.  

In dealing with a church service, church government, church leadership, church rules, etc... we must turn to 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus, often called the Pastoral Epistles as well as 1& 2 Corinthians.  Here we get the information we need for church activity.

In the church at Corinth there were many problems, so Paul wrote a letter to that church to expose the problems and offer solutions to those problems.  One problem they were having was disruptions in the church service, chp.14:all.  So Paul said in 1 Cor.14:33 "God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints." And in 14:40 "Let all things be done decently and in order."

While Paul does not say no children under 12 in the sanctuary, the fact of the matter is small children can interrupt a church service and cause many people to get side tracked from the teaching of the Word and cause confusion.  So that would not be "decent and in order" it would be just the opposite of what Paul is teaching.

But secondly, the teaching in the sanctuary is geared for adults, while the teaching in the Sunday school classrooms are geared for the children, to keep their attention and to teach them at their own level. We see this principle in Nehemiah 8:1-8 as Ezra read and taught the people, others helped the people to understand it on their own level.  

Now there are churches that allow all ages of children in the sanctuary, that's OK, but from a Biblical standpoint I believe that we can best worship and learn of the Lord in an environment that is "decent and in order" as Paul outlined.

Now, regarding your comment, how can,  "a pastor who preaches a message of love have made such a rule".  I would have to say, if one truly loves the people of God, and was watching out for the people of God and wanted the best for the people of God that this "rule" should be a must.  

Not everyone agrees with this and that's OK, this is truly a "non-essential" and not a reason to divide over...  we all can simply agree to disagree...

I hope this helps in understanding what is on my heart.

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Your Name Here
